PEASANT LIFE IN CHINA

The following quotations from The Chinese Year Book
are selected to represent the governmental programme
in this connection.

(i) Sericulture Reform

" One of the most important of China's rural in-
dustries is sericulture, but of recent years it has been
hard to stand up against Japanese competition, largely
because of the superiority of the silkworms bred in
that country,

" In all the provinces where the production of silk
is extensive, the local authorities are either acting in
co-operation with the National Government, or taking
special measures to improve the condition of those
engaged  in  sericultures.   What  is  being   done  in
Kiangsu and Chekiang may be cited as typical of the
measures being taken all over the country to revive
the silk industry.   The raising of the silkworms was
formerly left in the hands of the fanners, whose con-
servative attitude and lack of resources precluded the
possibility of introducing reforms to improve the
industry, . * .   The Kiangsu and Chekiang officials,
as a preliminary step towards improvement, organized
a Commission for controlling the silk industry.   At
the outset the Commission contented itself with pre-
venting competition among cocoon merchants by sug-
gesting an official price for fresh cocoons.   In the
autumn season the Commission's attention was directed
to stock improvement, which it tried to accomplish by
replacing inferior indigenous varieties of silkworms
with improved breeds.   The egg-cards used by the
Chekiang fanners were issued by the government
sericultural experimental stations, the production of
egg-cards by private hatcheries being prohibited.   In